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5 ANOTHER SOLUTION. 


“JOAQUIN MILLER’ PLAN. FOR SOLVING. THE “ MORMON” ‘PROBLEM. 


are from Millers letter to the New York 
Star, of the 16th ult., on the “ Mormon” question: 

Bills im Congress are, and have been for twenty-five years, hoveritig over 
the Mormons like buzzards over an abandoned pack horse on the plain. 
Congress at one time found ‘sufficient excuse before the country to send out 
an army there. A great deal of bitter feeling was engendered; a good many 
millions of the people's money spent; a few contractors got rich. This 18 
what came of it. The Mormons did not scare very well. 

If the time of Congress is worth anything at all, we are paying a prodigious 
price annually for the impotent solution of this problem—if problem it is, 
We are wasting a great deal more, however, in the time spent in reading over 
and reciting this uninstructive subject at breakfast, at dinner and at supper, 
day after day, as the years go by. We are wasting much more than either 
time or money in the prostitution of taste and refinement necessary to diseuss 
this unsavory subject, as it is discussed. I have entirely avoided it in these 
Sunday papers. You will bear witness that on this ever present subject L 
have been decently silent. Although, I am sure, that from my thirty years 
residence in the West, in and about Utah, or with these people as my neigte 
bors, I know much more about them than any man I have yet seen undertake: 
to settle this problem or sit in judgment on these; peaple.. Having said this 
much, in view of the continual waste of time, money and taste, I think I 
peed wake no further excuse for devoting this entire paper to this probleds, 
hoping haply to sow some seed that * grow to a final 2 1 men 


unhappy question. 
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“a PECULIAR PEOPLE.” 

In the first place, they are in something more or less than a biblical sense 
“a peculiar people.“ They are chosen, gathered in from the four parts of 
the world, because of their peculiar weakness on this subject of religion. I 
deny clearly and unqualifiedly that polygamy has any special attraction of 
itself to these people. Polygamy is simply one. of the tenets by which they 
tie their faith and profess to the teachings and preachings of the Bible when 
God spake face to face with man upon earth. They take the old Bible, the 
New Testament, the Book of Mormon, and try to follow all pretty closely. 

Be convinced, these people are an hovest people, a pious people, industrious, 
peaceable, suber and well-meaning. If you are convinced of this—and you 
could not help being convinced of it, if you had seen them one-tenth part as 

«much as I have, toiled with them, traded with them, trusted, tested them— 
-why, of course, the right feeling in your heart toward this people is one of 
pity. This—their position—is really pitiful, and appeals to the best that is 
in us. 

THE RIGHTS OF THE MORMONS. 

Of course I know that just here a good many fiery reformers, members of 
Congress maybe, will jump up, bring the fist down emphatically, and declare 
that they have no rights; that they, by their indecencies, have forfeited all 
decent rights; and all that rabbish and Fourth of July folly. But this isa 
serious subject,and I appeal to the thoughtful people of the country, who for 
thirty years have sought its solution, to think of it for once seriously. In the 

first place, the Mormons have rights, great rights. It is a pretty Arabian 
‘saying, that a man who had planted a tree and dug a well in a desert hed 
done more than an army with banner. If you will turn to any book of 
Statistics, and see what these people have done out there in a country that 


to this day, but for them, had remained largely a desert, you will concede _ 


that they have earned a right to great respect. Such a thing as an idle Mor- 
mon, man, woman or child, never was seen. I challenge you to put your 
band on a Mormon thief; a Mormon swindler of any kind, man, woman or 
child. Nay, if I know the Mormons at all—and with them and their work 
all the time before me for so many years, why should I not know them with 
my spirit of inquiry and observation? I take the responsibility of saying 
that they are the most entirely honest people, as a people, and the most moral 
and law-abiding people, when that law does not conflict with the n, 
of the Elders, in all this world. 

The proposition to buy out the Mormons and let them move on, is absurd 
and small. It sounds too much like the prayers ordered by that early Gov- 
ernor of Wisconsin. This proclamation of the Western Governor was to the 
‘effect that prayer should be offered up by the people of that State that the 
grasshoppers, then devouring the substance of Wisconsin, should be ger by 
the Lord to move on—into some other State. 

SHALL WE KILL THE ORANKY ELDERS? 

‘phe proposition is hardly debatable, even setting aside all e 44 

sbeutdly claiming a right to sond an army and kill them, as has been me 


propesed. 
No; that was tried longer ago in mat of us » selene now. vor it is 


. 
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safe to say that if ad Smith, and his wiser and better brother, Hyrum, had 
been left to die natural deaths, we would now hear less of Nauvoo and this 
second colony that possessed it, than we do of the forgotten French gentle- 
man who founded his Utopia there. Truly, the blood of these men has been 
and i is on the heads of these United States. 

Judging them from what has been, it is but reasonable to believe that 
every Prophet, Bishop or Elder would be canonized, made a saint. 

I tell you, you might cut to pieces every Mormon leader to-morrow, and 
vet the day after a thousand and more would come forward from out the 
four corners of the earth seeking martyrdom. Human nature has not changed 
‘much, 

You would destroy the leaders; I would destroy the ignorance. No; the 
fact is, here is a fire burning in the heart of our wheat-field. Wisely mauaged, 
it can be easily put out. But by too much blustering and too much blowing 
this fire will spread all around. So when you hear a man get up in a high 
place and propose an army and violence to deal with these inflammable 
“cranks” at the head of these ignorant but correct and industrious people 
whom they have misled, why, heware of him. He has contracts” and com- 
missions” behind him. 

And even if you should send an army there and destroy these people, 
Elders and all, what then? Suppose you put every man, woman or ebild to 
the sword now in Utah—and of course the proposition is as absurd as the 
performance of it is impossible—what then? Why, in Wales, England, 
Idaho, anywhere, everywhere, just as when Smith and the others were killed, 
you will find a thousand converts spring up among the ignorant and “peculiar” 
to take the place of every one you kill. 

THE CANNON TO SETTLE THE QUESTION. 

Set a schoolhouse on every hill in Utah, if necessary. Plant a a 
in every valley, and educate these honest people. 

The United States can afford to take every male child from the farm in 
(Utah, even pay the poor parents for his time, and put him to school there, 
and keep him to school for ten, fifteen years if necessary, and make a man 
-and a Christian of him, rather than go to war. This would be cheaper than 
war. And then the Mormons, by their endurance, valor, patience and self- 
denial, deserve something better than butchery and ostracism, even were it 
wise, possible or just to butcher them. And if you keep on irritating 
‘them, bloodshed and butchery must come. 

These schoolhouses must be built some time. Let us build them now. 
Let us make Utah the most educated spot in this republic—make Salt Lake 
City a very Boston. We can better afford this than either the shame that is 
or the war to be. 

We need a mighty school of mines—two, three, four. What better place 
for it than the heart of the mines? We need a very Heidelberg. What 
location better, more natural! What healthier spot for it than the heart of 
Utah? Five millions? Yes; ten, twenty, thirty; throw in 8100, 000,000, if 
meeessary, to educate these honest, well-meaning, poor but misled people. 
They have earned it, let them have it. They are poor, very poor; pay them 
For their children’s time and educate them. 


And that ie the way to, ofthe 


here indnstriona people have mp 
the poure i 18 
tor this peaceful, just and ‘elution of 1 ormon probl lem. 
will not hurt us at all to have one pot in the, great wa ti. 350 jr en 
will hurt us grestly to either let this shame remain and e if 
with it, or destroy it by f 
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chosen thie is 80 wide and in its nature, 
thut Ido not pretend to de capable of treating it ‘fo the extent’ that its iw 
portanee deserves; for, as the Scriptarés truly say: It never en ſted jute 
the heart of man to f ly conteive the good things that are ‘in Mord! for th 
faithful. “But, 50 far minds are susceptible of perceiving its 
ad glory, we, Iike the ancients, can’ have ‘a foretaste of the lens ‘ain 
or that are promised to those who remain faithful te the -u. 
obvious, that in this system there exist the ‘Orders ot 
that dur beine will ever be prepatéd to'enjiy, and 
is manifest fhe enlightened student of human nature, thit nothing short’ 
it es could fully. meet the varied wants and redufrements 
den we Consider the inherent attributes tht we 
and in view of the boundless capacities we have for the acquisition ‘of truth 
and intelligence, we ‘naturally opnthids “that, there can be no satisfactory 
stoppidg-poiht’ isthe. ever restless, ever active upitit of ian; and We are con- 
to reason me grund of truth should exist, cap. 
fig fall natural efdowments,” sb thab t 
ject of ohr eristenes night de ‘equial, and in perleet With ech 
We fitid that the further we cliinb we laditer of the thie we 
want to ‘Bo, und that ‘every new ‘dequirement of learning only serves to quicken’ 
aud Whet the dppetite for grea ‘achievements. We ‘also’ feel tie 
need ‘of home directing influence to keep us prope petly balanced ‘as 
in our search ter truth; and we Kübw that without this — Ave Arete 
we | erly proceed: Mi Men ‘are somewhat Hke nerd. 
ing duch rezulatiug Ghee in while to make when good time. 
wid this: 15 ate üpt, ut times, to run u Rttle töo fast or too slow.’ 
In our search fo 3338 we ought to study to avoid erttethes They 
ars ‘not ydod ldom last long We ure sometimes ee 


‘ 
x 
« 
4 
* 
~ 
sah» 
92 
7 
„. 
— 
„ 
8 
bee 
& 
ae 
ies 
- 
es 
$ 
3 
tet 
ae 
* 


* 


Day SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 197 


that dong without the exercise of this Pririciplet When we are 
aft 105 to band a honse without 4 foundation, we may begin to think 
ising in th ‘Beale. of intelligence without fundamental laws, 
¢ 0 th hat. our, minds 3 may have the proper focus, and that our’ ‘hedtts 
may | e the proper. tension in the school of the Gdepel, it is imperativ 
tae ‘that we have the Holy Spi irit to be our constant istrnctor att 
guide, ii. this influence to lead 5 we will not run into any undue ex- 
psy but. we ‘wil follow’ the even teuor of our way, steadily, promptly and 
Peace ally ‘We might as well. i imagine ‘that our bodies could be susthitied 
without food, as to suppose t that we can be healthy and vigorous in spirit 
wit out this power to lead and g guide us in all the affairs of life. The word 
of God informs us that it is ‘this | Spirit that takes of things of the Father 


is 
8100 


a sh ows | them unto | us, and we know that when the Gospel i is Teegived and 


in this spirit, it is “the ‘power of God unto salvation” 
a] was revealed. to lead us along step by step, arid to let us see 
1 0 and mission of our creation; and it will lead us along just as fast 
as we are fit to receive its teachings, and until our hearts and souls are filled 


: with good things, But we must be consistent in our expectations, and be 
Patient of results, We must not expect to “ reap where we have not sown,” 


nor to 10 dig where we have not planted.” 1 

All the. truths ‘that exist, whether they be religious, moral, political or 
scientific, are comprehended © in the Gospel, and it will bring them all into 
19 8 effect for our good, so that we may be fitted and prepared for the 

ighest ‘possible honor and excellence; but we must be diligent scholars, 
and not consider ourselves too smart to be taught. We ought to be as willing 
to receive rebuke when it is deserved, as we would be to accept honors when 
they are merited. 

There is an abundance of evidence contained in the various sacred records 
‘to strengthen and encourage us in the things of God. In fact, the whole 
history of man, as well as the numberless evidences of nature with which we 
are daily surrounded, go to prove that all things are subject to some great 
eternal laws of progress and development, and subserving some purpose that 
has a loftier aim. When we gaze around us and see the stupendous and glori- 
‘ous creations of our Maker, we reverently gay chat God is there. We see 
His holy name written in letters of living light in the heavens above and in 
the eürth beneath. Mountain,’ hill and vale, ocean, ‘sea sea and Wie with all 
that they contain, declare His wondrous power and glorx. 

We then reason and reflect that all this display of power nash Se 
of auperior knowledge and wisdom, which can only be acquired through 
obedience to some higher laws. We next consider the Gospel with ite prin- 
ciples of gradual development, and feel assured that if. we remain faithful to 
its mand: F will bring us Fa through the various grades of intelligence 

zuntil a, K nov ledge of the, high er laws will. at some time of onr.existene 
‘come withi he range of our capacities, We thus a are, th: : th 0 
God and th n e Gospel, able to see, tos me ex tent, the magni- 


| thie’ ot the work that Jies before us, and how important it 8 that we ‘should 


be Bubject to the mind and will of Heaven continually, 
Would that we were more diligent’ in learning the vrineiples of 4830 
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life! Would that we might retain enough of our native, innocent, childli 
simplicity, so that our Heavenly Father could operate more ‘fully, J. ‘His 
Spirit, upon our minds and hearts, and reveal to us more ‘of His hidden 
mysteries! But it is our own fault that we do not increase in power énd in 
the knowledge of the truth faster. We have all that is truly great and noble 
in this life, and in the life to come, to induce us to learn and obey ‘the ‘true 
acience of life, as it exists in the Gospel. 

Before the introduction of the truth in the last days, darkness had clouded 
the human mind for ages M Satan. had sown broadcast the seeds of sin and 
death. The world had been taught lies, and things wherein there was no 
profit. The Gospel has had to combat all this, and break down the barriers 
of prejudice, superstition and ignorance, and bring man again into fellowshi a 
with his Maker, But, thank God, this has been accomplished, and mankin 
need no longer grovel and grope in spiritual darkness which i is death. 

We praise the blessed name of our Father that we are the favored recipients 
of the greatest of all Gospel dispensations, even the dispensation of the full- 
ness of times. This Gospel, committed to us, will gather into one grand com- 
pact all the interests of past, present and future posterity, ‘and bring about 
the great consummation spoken of by holy Prophets since the world began. 

Well may the Latter-day Saints rejoice to know that this glorious work has 
been assigned to them. Well may they feel it a special privilege to be per- 
mitted to live and labor in such a cause, having power to hold the keys of 
death and the resurrection, which will enable them to redeem and bring 
forth all their ancestors who died without a chance of hearing the Gospel, 
‘and which will link together the grand chain of patriarchal order, and place 
all the faithful sons and daughters of God in their natural and proper posi- 
tions. Truly, indeed, “the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation,” 2 all 
who believe and practice the same. | 


UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


| ia new meeting house is being erected at Laketown, which will cost $3,700 
degrees below zero. 
At one time last month the temperature at Randolph, Rich Oo, was 45 


The bridge which spanned: Beer river at Corinne awe 
by high water. 

John Gardiner, a resident of Bésnington, Bei Lake Valley, 415 youre of 
age, while engaged in chopping — in on was 
overtaken and killed. > 

A grand concert and ball were leben held in the Salt Lake Theatre, ti 
thie joint benefit of the Tabernacle choir and the B. Y. Academy, at which it 
was estimated there were 2,000 persons in attendance. | 
I. Harriet Emily Jc ones, wife of Daniel W. J ones, formerly of Lehi, and 
a 1898 old son of the same, were accidentally killed in Toate . 
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The 77th anniversary ot President Wilford Woodruff's birth was s celebrated 
on the Ist inst. 

Charles John Lambert, superintendent of the 8 Paper Mill, received. 
a kick from a horse on the 7th inst. 8 broke his 1 98 ar sale 
him ingeneible for several hours. „„ 

The notorious murderer, Fred. Hopt, ‘dias Welcome, i is of hs a shiva 
trial, as ordered by the Supreme Court of the United States, owing to errors 
in the proceedings of the lower courts in the former trials 

High waters have been experienced in Cache County. The railroad. be- 
tween Logan and Hyde Park has been snbmerged. A bridge ¥ was. also 
washed away near Oollinston, which delayed traffic somewhat. 

The “ nickel fund,” as it has been called, contributed by the children of 
the Sunday schools of the northern portion of Utah for the N of the 
Logap Temple, has already reached the anug little sum of $2,300. a 

The sum of $404, net, was realized. from a recent concert given by the 
DN Choir in the Selt Lake Theatre, and $250 of the amount was 
voted: by the members of the choir to be ia data ee to the B T. Ane 
fund. 

A man while crossing a mountain near Parley’s Park 
lately, was carried half a mile on the top of an avalanche which tore up 
large trees in its descent and ground them to splinters, and yet, — 
to relate, he escaped unhurt, with only the loss of one snow-shoe. ss 

A new Stake meeting house is to be built in Ogden, the work on whieh 


will commence at an early day. The structure will be 65 x 130 feet in size, 


40 feet to the square, and thence 24 feet to the top of the dome. ‘The we 
will probably be $65,000 to 670, 000. 

A fine new Theatre has been built at . Fork by the Young Men’s 
Mutual Improvement Association, during the past.twelve months, which will 
stand as a. monument of the enterprise and perseverance of its builders in 
years to come. It was dedicated on the 4th inst. a 


The New York Graphic of Feb. 29th, contains. a full-page ee of “a 
typical Mormon family —that of Bishop H. R Clawson. A number of * 
portraits are good likenesses; others cannot be said to do the subjects justice. 
A very fair article descriptive of the family accompanies the picture. 


The enterprising people of the Sevier Valley are preparing to increase their 
water supply for irrigation by constructing a reservoir. They have secured a 
small valley, which, with a comparatively small outlay for the building of 
gates, may be converted into a lake in which a large body of vater mie be 
stored for uss during the dry season of the year. | 


The Deseret: News. contains an aceount of ‘the 
‘Australasian Mission held in. New Zealand, from which it appears that the 
Elders are meeting with considerable success among the aborigines of that 
land. There are now 127 Maories in the Church, with good prospects for 


number 439. 
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Arr. MORMON” or vn “BARDSLEY, 
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De. Vicar of Bradford, made a tour of some fon ir 
ago, and among other places visited by the reverend ‘gentleman was Utah. 
Since his return to England, he has delivered lectures upon ‘his ‘travels, ‘and 
‘what’ he saw, Utah abd. fer people coming in for a large share of his attention. 
He makes some statements in regard to the doctrines in which the Sain . 

believe, and attempts to show that they do not understand their own fai 
He claims to ‘have “ bearded the lion in his den,” by showing President Taylor 
what he, the leader of the Saints, did not previously know—that the Mer“ 

mon” Church works a that the Sainte 

Practice. 

the. Lord, for any Christian minister to be able to.overthrow it. The revela- 
tions of God to Joseph Smith, put that question in such a position, that it i 
impossible to place the construction upon some “ef the sayings contained in 
the Book of Mormon, that the gentleman would like to anh f. 

1 e do not purpose. devoting our space to a -cpngideration, of that principle 


300 


‘Swith won detful sagacit and | 
‘nice Place.” ‘While paying a tribute, to the thing created, ibe 
belittle the creator 0% 8 that. his. statements can not be made a 
oni Says the Savior, either make the tree good, and his ‘fruit good; 
else thuke’the tree corrupt, and His fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by bts 
rut How is it possible that the fruits of that man 's labors dre peaceful, 
comfortable homes änd independent, ‘industrious, temperate and virtuous 
community, if he was such a mant Stirely the fruit would withered 
‘sand ‘useless if thé tree-lacked the proper elements of 
5 What right has the Viear of Bradford to slander — — 
dcharte him with being wieked? Cun be point his finger to a single crime! dr 
‘nwhich that great and good man was ever guilty!’ Ne; he can not. We lde 
Ai to do 50. He may assert that some one else has told him: that President 
Young was bad; or that common rumor says so; but neither he 99 — 
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the thet, (President Young): ever 
«If: — teuthfal, virtaous, charitable’ and 
Yangiving, are: sins, then was Preaident Young guilty of sin. If it was a crime 
to redeem the desert and make it a pen dis- as the vicar. ange it is to-day; 
then was President Young a criminal. 
President ‘Young’s offense: consists in this: he! 10 live 
eb beams lives, to honor and sustain all wholesome laws, to be industrious 
and fruitful in good works; he himself setting the example. True, he also 
believed in, and practiced patriarchial marriage! But was it a sin for him 
to do so, if he provided for his family and gave them kind and proper treat- 
ment! If it was wicked in him to do so, what is to become of Abraham, 
Jacob, Gideon and a host of other ancient’ worthies! What will be the 
sentence, passed upon the Lord Himself for giving laws to govern the 
‘practice: of that God for eving Saule 
wives to David? 

e that drunken, vicious, idle men make comfortable homes; that the vile 
and Ia sustain virtue; that the frosts of winter do not kill the leaves upon 
the trees, he may be able to prove that Brigham Young’ was a very wicked 
man, although the people he educated are to-day n the most e 
and industrious of their countrymen. 

Mr. Bardsley makes mention of the grave of President: Young, 45d that it 
* been seemingly neglected: His remains were deposited in bis pri vate 
eemetery, which is enclosed by a high stone wall; a very large stone covers 
the grave, which is surrounded with iron palings and green sward. The 
view from his grave on the hill side is very fine. The city nestles around the 
base of the bill, then come fields of grain, interspersed with farm houses and 
clumps of trees, and in the back ground the lake and the snow-capped peaks 
of the lofty mountains; forming à most pleasing landscape. When he arrived 
in Utah it was a barren waste; he pitched his tent near where his body now 
lies, and below him was a rocky, sage-brush plain. Now the valley isa 
garden as far as the eye cap reach; cities, towns and villages, with their pros- 
perous inhabitants, are monuments of the greatness of his mind, the goodness 
of his heart. True, no monument of stone, reared by human Hands, as yet 
marks the spot where his body lies (that little tribute to his memory will yet 
be paid), but he has himself ‘reared’ a more lasting monument, eternal in 
the heavens” the approyal of his God and the love of his people. Stones 
may crumble and ‘go. to dust, but the deeds of that devoted hero will live for- 
ever, and, posterity | will yet say of him, he was one of the noblest and beat of 
earth’s sons. 

Mr. Bardsley, asserts that: an Episcopalian e in Salt Lake City 
4 bim that if any person had done twelve years previously what he 
did the day before —assailed President Taylor's religion to bis face he never 
would have escaped from’ Utah alive,” ‘The doctor displays very bad taste ir in 
repeating this story. II any any clergyman. ever. told. bim such . thing,. it was 
‘piece of the baldest ‘kind of flattery, and so devoid of truth that. it is foolish 

of. him, to expect anyone. else to be ao credulous as to believe it. There are 
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too many people scattered throughaut Buglaad who: have, at some time in 
the past, lived in Utah, for such a statement as that to gain any oredenes, 
They will, any of : them testify, ü they ha vo any regard for the truth, that at 
no time in the history of Salt: Lake City: human life 

less safe there than in the town of Bradfurd.): a1 ot 

The reverend gentleman would do well to wealth the — 2505 ue 
statements of Mr. J. W. Barclay, M. P., in the January number of the Nine- 
teenth Century,” and then ponder” ber his own bombastic: utterances and 
lack of good breeding in seeking to brand with infamy the noble dead who 
nothing at all. ob ot 

Tue statement. given shine’ by. * that 400 
young women, daughters of Mormon” parents, were attending his school, 
having fled from their homes because of the odious practice of polygamy, is 
an absolute falsehood, and was palmed upon the gullible doctor for him to 
repeat to his Christian friends in England, and thus engender hatred against 

_ the “ Mormons.” No such number of Mormon' children ever attended a 
sectarian school, and what is more, not one in a hundred of Utah’s fair 
daughters, born of “ Mormon” parents, have ever repudiated the doctrine of 

plural marriage. But a short time ago nearly 20,000 of them petitioned the 
Congress of the United States not to ee any law eee with ‘the 
marriage system of Utab. 

Dr. Bardsley’s other stories are old end stale, and long since exploded. 
The next time the reverend gentleman travels, we would advise him to keep 
his eyes open and seek for facts, and not allow himself to be misled by tke 
statements of scandul-mongera, when the fruits are m to _ 20 
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ABSTRACT OF ’ CORRESPONDENCE | 
| WoRK on THE TEMPLES, ETC. 


Apostle F. D. Richards, writing to President John Henry Smith, * 8. 
Lake City, March 4, 1884, Says: 


1 have been for the past year, at least, a very e It e , 
period of great care, anxiety, weariness and sorrow on account of the Jong and distressing 
illness and death of our son Lorenzo.“ 

I thank you most sincerely for your kindly interest in Joseph A. West's behalf. ‘He 
got home safe, and I hope without any lasting inj ury, though it was very apparent that 
his voice was weakened somewhat; this, I think, is passing off gradually, and he will, 2 
bape, be aa strong as ever. 

The Logan Temple, we expect, will soon be ready for dedication; several of ii Aber 
ars, having sompleted their class of work, wére idicharged last Saturday. Supérintend- 
ent Card hopes to have all complete by the last of this month, or early in April The 
cost of the building will probably reach al ut six undred thousand dollars, and will be 
on or dedicated. Work on 4 Manti Salt Lake Tem- 

not ening, and is sufficient reason, no oubt, for ie nations, being o 
exasperated against us. 
ail together tase except Brother B. 
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And all are in tolerably fair condition, I believe. President George „ 
retrned last Sunday from the East—New York and Washington. hats. 
Our new Législatare are wrestling with the Governor, trying to do ery aus do, 

while Congress appears to be waiting to see whether they will do or will not do before 
launching fresh thunderbolts at the Territory of Utah. ‘The national furnace seems to have 
quite a variety of hot shot aud shell of all calibre, from State sovereignty to Territorial 
demolition and government by commission, to mete out unto us, according to their 
diagnosis of the malignancy of our case. If we live awhile we shall see what we shall 
bee. Already Governor Murray sits quite uneasy in his gubernatorial chair, but seems. 
is persistently the enemy of the people as ever he was. 
* gince my appointment to assist President Woodruff in the Historian’ Ofte, I spend 


most of my time inthe city with him.” 


‘MISSIONARIES COMIN — DEADLOCK IN LEGISLATIVE 
MATTERS, BTC. 

Elder 1 4 Nuttall, writing from Salt Lake City, March 10, 1884, says: 
“43 “ Elders Joseph Wild and Eleazer Evans. arrived here last Sunday week. Brother 
Evans is quite feeble, but somewhat better by traveling. 
Wo are making our list of missionaries for April Conference, and have some thirteen 
now preparing to leave this city April 12th; among the number is my eldest son, 
Leonard J. jun., who has been living at Kanab; also Albert Jones, of Provo (Tithing 
Clerk), Asahel H. Woodruff, President W. Woodruff’s son, and Bishop E. F. Sheets’ 
son, Moroni M. Elder George Goddard expects to make you a visit, to leave some time 
in May. 
Wo have had SN heavy Aber, much mixed; hail, snow, rain, mud, cold, sun- 
shine, and while I write it is snowing. _ 

The work on our Temples is progressing. The Logan Temple hands, except the. 
painters and finishers, expect to be out this month, and it is hoped that all work will be 
n for dedication the latter part of April or fore part of 


“ its * Thursday night or Friday morning. They 
have worked faithfully, but our Governor bas all the time shown himself an inveterate 
enemy, in opposing the will of the people by net approving that legislation enacted 
for their benefit. He has, of course, approved some bills, but there appears a prospect 
of a dead-lock before adjournment, as it is understood the Governor has said he will not 
approve the Appropriation Bill unless the Legislature will consent to his demands to 
appoint the Territorial Auditor, Treasurer, Superintendent of Schools, Chancellor and 
Regents of the University of Deseret, etc., which demands are contrary to the laws, 
some of which have been on our statute books during the past thirty years. 

President Geo. Q. Cannon returned from Washington, D. C., last Sunday morning 
week, in good health and spirits. The health of Presidents Taylor, Cannon and Smith, 
as also the brethren of the Apostles, is good, and they are kept busy in ministering 
among the Saints. Zion is prospering. The Lord is on 1 


“DIALOGUE 1 BETWEEN A TREE THINK ER AND A PIOUS 
“ CHRISTIAN.” 


diets 


FREE-THINKER (Holding in hishand 4 card),— Well, here is a curiosity the Articles of 
Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints! 

a the ‘ Mormens”—that beastly set. I would advise you not to read 
1 

F. — Did you ever read them? 
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0. No, indeed; nor do Sem 
F. Why should I do that?? 
the Mormons” ara vicious people, — thei teachings only mie 


you. ‘hiss iw 


,pentiemin who handed me the:card have a vicious appearance. 

20 likely nots, and that makes them all the more dangerous, Thay 
F.—Wall, not misled, 1 think there is: no immadiate danger it 
should read this card. 


of dynamite, and, the dangee to 
an inexperienced person from handling them is seldom seen, until it is too late. 3 
F.— This card certainly does not look much like an infernal machine,” cad I con't 
help thinking you are unnecessarily: alarmed. What do you really know against the 
% Mormons?” 

C. — Know against them! Why, nite you ‘not hoard what a pestilent set 1 are? 

F. —Yes, I have heard many bad reports about them, but F have never ‘had any Per- 
learn from: ‘some ‘reliable thei 

5 are impostors. 
well, Tuns all Ger io not the 

C. But they are immoral their religion is but a blind to cover their vile practices - 
F. -E Is it not strange that they should have such an article as this in their creed, — 
(Reads) ‘‘ We in being me, chaste, benevolent, en in doing 
good to all wen. 

C. I care about what their creed says; Wey are a low-bred; dabönest cor- 
rupt people, and it I had my way I would catty out the suggestion of the Rev. Mr. 
Talmage-gather them together i in their big ‘Tabernacle, and blow’ thet into ter 
with shot ‘and'shell.’ 

F.— That sounds like a suggestion. What have the done to 
that ‘you should feel like that tewards them 

O. They have done nothing to me personally, for I ne ver met them, nor had anything 
do with them; but they ‘ate opposed to thie ‘Christ, and they: ate 
set. 
F. Oh, that is offense, is it? They from you 
the way you would like to propagate your feligion!’ That is the way you ‘ ‘would elevate 
people from a low, degraded conditior ‘is’ it? Lou ‘ought’ to have lived ‘thréé 
years ago, when men were burned at the stake and beheaded for heresy! 

C.—If the men who were executed for heresy had Been guilty . ech’ evime athe 
* Mormons” ‘are, they would have deserved their fate. i 

they are guilty of crimes, why are they not punish bylaw? hooy aloow, 

+The difficulty is, they oannot be reached by law. They practice 
guide: of religion. For instance, they marry many wives, and pretend that their —_— 
it. 

F.—Well, it may be that their religion does sanction it. There are all sorts of eileen: 
rin the world, and a great many queer practices sanctioned and advocated by, them. Ton 
are u Christian, I suppose. 


* 


St 


C.— Yes, sir; I am. 
F.—And you believe in a Supreme Being, and cat the I Bible is a divine record. 
C.—I do. 


F. You believe that Abraham, Téadc and Jacob were good men, to whom the 101 4 
DNN that they wére | tlié progenitors of God's chosen People; that thi 
to Christians ‘are going to dwell Abrahi 
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Nes, eirz L believe say that I do. Do you not believe in these things, too? 
F. — No, sir; I cannot say that I do. I belong to no religion. I have about as much 

respect for one oreed mother. Tagree with none, and yet I all: 

so long they do not intertere with me. I 


C. Por what reason? AO re Al 
not, and I find incom 
sistent. slide dad’ ui 


Indeed! In what'particular? 


ly, and who N the Mormons!” their 


0. wot for such that Tvonerate any men. ‘Abraham and others who. 


lived anciently sinned in ‘marrying many wives. i 

F. In making that assertion, you only go farther in Wen eee You: 
claim that they have gone to heaven, that Abraham was the father of the faithful“ 
and ‘the friend of God“ and vet yon denounce their acts as sinful and condemn the 
“Mormons” for trying to get to — by menen means. 
what practices are ‘sinful? 

O. By the standard of law dishes 

: nial see you place divine law first. Of course you go to the Bible a rer Dee 
that book condemn the practice of marrying more than one wife as sinful ? 

C.—Well, if it does not positively condemn it, it fails to sanction it, which amounts to 
the same thing. 

F. Now, my friend, do you not dee that you are. inoonsistent? Your Bible does not 
condemn these men for marrying | wives. It alludes to them as being good men, 
and intimates, as you do, that they have gone to heaven r viii, 11). Is not this 
proof that their practices were sanctioned?.... ts 

C.—I prefer to regard it as proof ef God's mercy. 

F. — What is the use of your Bible if it does not mean what it says? It it was = law: 
fat ‘marriage they practiced, 'it must have béen adultery, and your Bible says that whore- 
mongers and adtlterets are debarted from entering into the kingdom of heaven a Con 
vi, 9; Gal. v, 19; Eph. v, 5; Heb. xiii, 4; Rev. xxii, 15). 


— 


— — all che of his life, save 
of Uriah the Hittite.” The 12th chapter of 2 Samuel also gives an account of a ‘certain. 


your or either My friend, if 1 prstended to in 
our Bible I sho isten lieve in it is neither 
Well, de be very posted in auch ‘vile 
practice, it is. human and that it 
did not claim o be believer in the Bible; the m 


Inden; and what, are the oth OF tus il 
F.—Your Bible inculcates love, charity and — * — the. 


149 


to believe in it! , Fortunately, IL know. something about the Bible, and I am able to en- 
lighten you. I you will turn to the 15th chapter and 5th verse of 1 Kings, you may 
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C.—But that is not the only practice of: which. guilty. They. are 
notoriously bad people. 

F. Well, as you are not able to knowledge concerning these. 
Warn seeing you have never met them, I would like to find somebody who. can, for I 
begin to feel interested i in them. Do you know of any person who hes ever ‘ved among 
them 

O. the Mr. ‘noveral months in Utah while — was 
after his mining interests there and reoruiting his health, II you, ask Paine pom, el) St 
that he will give them a bad enough character. 

F. Very likely if he is a ‘‘ reverend” gentleman, and opposed * hom. in 9 tor 
I begin to suspect that the prejudice against the Mormens is more the result of 
bigotry than anything elee—that they are a people more sinned against than sinning. 
I cannot help contrasting the intolerance which you have manifested in talking about 
them with these published articles of their faith: (Reads) We claim the privilege of 
worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of our conscience, and allow all men 
the same privilege, let them worship how, where or what they may.” That certainly 
does not sound as if they were an inconsistent or intolerant people. However, I shall 
see Mr., and try to learn something more about tie for my curiesity is now 
aroused. | G. O. 1. 


4 STRAIGHTFORWARD STATEMENT. 


A FREE- THINKER GIVES HIS ‘VIEWS ABOUT THE “ MORMONS” 4 AND THOSE 
CALUMNIATE AND ABUSE THEM. 


(From the Deseret: News. ) 


Editor Deseret News. — 

I traveled from the Mississippi Valley to California over any En years 
ago, and before the bull-team was d by the “ ‘ lightning e: of 
the railroad. 

Over twenty years ago I — the entire length of Utah Territory, an 
the Virgin River to Idaho, passing through all the Mormon villages on the 
main line of tra vel, and the friendly, liberal hospitality of the Mormon people 
is not yet forgotten. This attempt at a letter is intended as a grateful *. 
knowledgment to them for kindness received at their hands long years ago. 

IL am aware that it is, aud has been for years, quite fashionable and popu- 
* to abuse and vilify the Mormons, and that a good word spoken for them 
Jays the speaker thereof liable to be insulted; but I never feared a mistaken 
public opinion ‘any more than I fear narrow sectatiauiinm: a 
I am no sectarian; I fall down and worship according to no ‘creed or 15 

trine set up and taught by mortal man like myself, which would save a few 
and damn a million. I am a free-thinker, and have a reverent and abiding 
faith in the goodness, the mercy and the justice of the great unknown Al. 
mighty power we call God, to believe in the ultimate salvation of every good 
and honest soul on the earth, or that ever was, or ever will be on the earth. 
I care not in what church I find a man, or if in no church at all, 80 long as he 
is a good man. That is all I Wer te Snow, and all I believe that God wants 
know about him. 
J want to say, in defiance of teedjadios aud bigotry ot Jew or Gentile; tliat 
I am acquainted with Mormon men and women who are as much entitled to 
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respect as any people; and T. believe Thoth | to be intrinsically as good as any 


people anywhere. 

I don’t endorse the dogmas or doctrines of the Mormon! ‘Church any more 
than I do those of the Baptists, the Methodists, the Presbyterians or Roman 
Catholics; but I do say they ought to enjoy the same liberty under our free 
government, to worship God acedrding to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences, as is enjoyed by: any other sect or denomination. 

I have no excuses or aphlogies to offer in defense of polygamy, or bel 
marriage. It may be sin, vice or error in those who practice it; but if the 
| es of the United States feel called as missionaries to purify society, by 

legislating vice and error out of existence, they ought: to begin the good work 

right in Washington city. And as they widen the circle of their pious labors, 
they should clean up the filth of New York, Chicago, St. Louis, and so on 
throughout the country. They would find an abundance of immorality 
which is winked at and tolerated, that compared to Mormon polygamy makes 
it appear respectable, 

I will illustrate the — warfare waged against the Mormons by 
some facts that have recently come to my own personal knowledge, right here 
in Hawkins Co., Tennessee. 

Two Mormon Elders from Utah have been sojourning in this neighborhood 
for several months, Their names are Jos. S. Hunter and John A. Bevan. 
hey preach when opportunity offers, generally in the open-air, as bigotry 
vloses the Baptist and Methodist Church doors to them. They visit where 
invitations are extended, and deliver their message in a kind and loving 
manner to any who will listen. They intrude on no one; they are modest, 
plain, well behaved gentlemen. — 


They volunteer their assistance in the manual heal of avy. one who offers 
em entertainment. I have seen them put their Bibles in their pockets and 
chop weod, haul wood, husk corn, etc., during the cold weather while they 
were visitors at. the home of my aged father. 
have invited them to my humble home, and enjoyed their. visits 
they came. No more perfect gentlemen than they ever entered my door, yet 
there are people here who would, if they dare, drive them out, mob and tar 
and feather them. I am glad these violent fanatics are too few to be danger- 
ous, and that some of the best men in the country have been kind to Hunter 
and Bevan. 
The fact I wish to note is, that those who curse and abuse the Mormons 
most, are generally men without any pretense to piety themselves, or branded 
hypocrites who wear à church mask to serve the devil in; men who violate 
their marriage vows, and haget: illegitimate children by lewd and ignorant 
titutes. © | 
OT have written more than I intended to write * I began, but have not 


written half, nor t the Oh A POH write truthfully; so with good will to all, 
snd malice to none, 4664 


Lee Valley, Hawkins Co, Fob 164884. | 
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